Year 8 Sikhism Module – Student’s Briefing Sheet

You will have two or three lessons to research, plan and produce An Informative Guide to Sikhism. In class you can use the Religion textbook and the S.I.L.K. Study Booklet to help you locate the resources you need. The notes you have made while watching the DVD programmes and the PowerPoint presentations should also help you produce a good quality assignment.

In order to produce the best possible assignment, do some independent study on your own – the Library has good books on the subject while the Internet has some very useful web sites that could help you. The best way to begin your studies is to check the PSHE Department’s website at www.psheok.co.uk where you will find lots of great resources that will help you learn more about Sikhism and produce a great assignment. There is also an electronic copy of the Sikhism S.I.L.K. Study Booklet, detailed information about the martyrdoms of the 5th and 9th Gurus and this Briefing Sheet on the Department’s website as well as on Ms Garratt’s and Mr Kelly’s Blogs at www.anngarratt.wordpress.com and www.robertkelly.wordpress.com 
It’s important to choose the task that you know will provide you with a real challenge. Aim to produce the very best quality response of which you are capable.
Choose ONE of these assignments:
Option A: A Rebus (sequences of mini illustrations with a simple written statement to accompany each picture) Style Guide to Sikhism Suitable for a Young (7 or 8 Year Old) Readership.

Option B: The Mastermind Guide to Sikhism containing at least 50 good short answer questions (together with the correct answers shown in a different colour) that could be asked as an end of module quiz to test Year 8 students’ knowledge and understanding of Sikhism. You need to include simple, straightforward questions as well as some more challenging ones that will really test students’ knowledge and understanding.
Option C: An Illustrated Guide to the Lives of the Sikh Gurus.
Option D: The Interested Visitors’ Pocket Guide to Sikhism for use by non-Sikhs visiting the Punjab in Northern India.
Whichever option you choose, you need to include the following elements:

Must Components: How Sikhism began, the basic principles of Sikh belief, the life and experiences of Guru Nanak and Guru Gobind Singh, the Guru Granth Sahib, the Gurdwara and the Langar.

Should Components: All of the things shown in Must above, and the 5 K’s, the Festival of Baisaki and the Khalsa.

Could Components: All of the things shown in Must and Should above, and the lives and teachings of two more of the Sikh Gurus. In addition you will need to explain how what Sikhs believe affects the way they make life choices and live their lives. Aim to show you understand what it really means to be a Sikh.
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Tips:

1. Remind yourself of the PLTS or Personal Learning and Thinking Skills. These are Self Management, Team Working, Effective Participation, Reflective Learning, Independent Enquiry and Creative Thinking.
 
TOP TIP: remember them as ST ERIC. 
You should find that you will be able to use elements of all of these skills as you work on your assignment and on the review activities in the final lesson. Keep a note of the different PLTS skills that you use. This will help you complete the ST ERIC Skills Pages in your Planner.
2. Plan your work carefully.
3. Use your own words throughout.
4. Show your knowledge and understanding of Sikhism.
5. Organise ideas into proper sentences and paragraphs. One idea needs to lead logically to the next.
6. Write in depth and detail, making sure that your information can be easily understood by the people you are writing for.
7. Read through what you write to see that it makes good sense and makes your meaning clear. Remember to do a spelling check.
8. Use appropriate illustrations and colour to make meanings clearer and to add interest to your assignment.
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